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• Other specific declines appeared in behavioral areas:  In the past 
year:
– 36% have a disasters supplies kit in a designated place, down from 42% in 

2007.

– 32% have made a communication plan, down from 39% in 2007.

– 27% have set a meeting place, down from 31% in 2007, but up from 21% in 
2006.

– 36% reported that they had taken first aid or CPR training in the past five 
years, down from 41% in 2007 and marking a trend in the lack of training 
since 2006 (63%).

• Similar to 2007, only two percent have taken all seven actions 
mentioned in the PRI; 26 percent have not taken a single action.

Key Findings (continued)
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• Improvements emerged in readiness among schools 
and daycare centers:
– Among those who know their children’s schools and daycares have 

emergency plans, 79% of parents report that all of the schools their 
children attend have practiced their emergency plans, up from 65% in 
2007.

• Employers, schools, and daycare centers continue to 
play a key role in public readiness.
– Employees are better prepared if their employer has a plan and 

practices the plan.
– Parents are better prepared if their children’s schools or daycare 

centers have plans, practice those plans, and provide parents with 
written information about the plans.

Revised 8/06/08

Key Findings (continued)



4

• Readiness continues to vary by age, education, income, 
race/ethnicity and employment status, though few 
improvements emerged in any of these groups.

– The oldest (65 and over) and the youngest (34 and younger) are less 
prepared.

– Respondent with a high school education only are less prepared.
– Respondents earning below $40,000 are less prepared. Higher income 

respondents show the sharpest decline in preparedness since 2007.

– Non‐Hispanic whites are less prepared and represent the sharpest decline in 
preparedness among ethnic groups since 2007.

– Respondents who are employed part time or are not employed are less 
prepared. Retirees and seniors are less prepared than in 2007.

Key Findings (continued)
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While still above the 2006 level, the average national PRI Score
declined from September 2007
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Knowledge of emergency broadcasting channel and awareness of local 
plans show substantial declines, though recall of preparedness messages 

remains stable
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Q: My next questions are about preparing for emergencies or disasters…
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Since 2007, actions to improve readiness have declined or remained 
even, though most are still above 2006 levels
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2% have taken all 
seven actions.
26% have not taken a 
single action.

Q: I’m going to read you a short list of things that some people have done to prepare in the event of an 
emergency situation.  For each one, please tell me if you have actually done it or not in the LAST YEAR.  In 
the LAST YEAR, have you . . ?
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Three out of four employees report that their employers have a plan; 
two‐thirds of those recently practiced the plan 
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62% are employed 
full-time or part-
time.

Q: Does your employer have a detailed plan for how to respond in different emergency situations? Has 
there been any actual practice or drill of this plan at work in the LAST 12 MONTHS, or not?



9

Most schools and daycare centers reportedly have 
an emergency plan
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34% have at least one child in daycare or school up 
through high school.

59% of the parents have received some information 
about the plan from at least one school or daycare.

Q: Does your child’s school or daycare facility have a written plan for how to 
respond in different emergency situations? 

Revised 8/06/08
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Among those who know the schools have plans, eight in ten  parents report 
that all of the schools their children attend have practiced their emergency 

plan, an improvement over 2007
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Q: Thinking of your child’s daycare or schools up through high school, has there been any actual 
practice or drill of this plan  school or daycare in the LAST 12 MONTHS? Base = Those with 1 or 
more children in household that go to daycare or school and child's school or daycare facility has a 
written emergency plan Revised 8/06/08
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Midwest floods and California wildfires prompted nearly a 
fifth of respondents to prepare

No, 
81%

Yes, 
19%

Regionally, those residing in the 
Northeast (10%) are least likely to 
take any action based on these 
recent disasters.

Q: Has the recent news coverage of the Midwest floods and tornadoes and the California wildfires 
prompted you to take any actions to get ready for a possible disaster in your area? 
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The vast majority of Americans would be most compelled to 
take preparedness actions if recommended by Police or Fire 

officials
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Women (44%) and those residing in the 
South (48%) would be most encouraged by 
religious leaders.

Q: I’m going to read you some possible sources of information about disaster preparedness.  On 
a scale of 1 to 5 with 1 being not at all likely and 5 being very likely, how likely is it that you would 
take specific disaster preparedness actions recommended to you by the following people?
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Several concerns would delay or prevent an ordered 
evacuation, including traffic, elderly relatives, and pets 
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Those residing in 
metropolitan areas are 
more likely to delay 
evacuation due to traffic 
concerns (48%) compared 
to those residing in non-
metro areas (27%).

Q: If the government ordered an evacuation of your local community, would any of the 
following delay or prevent your evacuating?? 
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The oldest and youngest respondents are less prepared
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Respondents with a high school education only are 
less prepared
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Respondents with lower incomes are less 
prepared
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Preparedness declines for White respondents
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Respondents who are employed part time or are not 
employed are less prepared; preparedness among retirees 

declines sharply
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Employees are better prepared if their employer 
has a plan and practices the plan
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Respondents are better prepared if their children’s 
schools or daycares have plans and practice them
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Respondents who receive information about emergency plans 
for their child’s school or daycare are better prepared
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